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That authority had been conferred on him, as on other Arch-
bishops, by the Pope, and he could not admit any inter-
ference with his undoubted rights.
Early next morning the so-called relapsed heretics were led
to the Porte St. Antoine, where fifty-four stakes had been
erected. Great efforts were made to induce the prisoners to
adhere to their original confessions and admit their guilt.
The king had been willing to spare the Templars so long as
he could bring about the abolition of the Temple and seize its
property. Though now incensed against individual members
because of their determined opposition, he was still prepared
to pardon them if they would testify that the Order was
heretical and thus give him evidence with which to force the
Pope to condemn the Temple. None of the Templars,
however, accepted the offer. The mantle of the Order was
torn from them and each Templar was bound to the stake,
A royal officer made a last appeal to the victims to save their
lives by admitting their guilt, and relatives of the fifty-four
Templars, some of whom belonged to the greatest families in
France, added their pleas. Every Templar remained
resolute. The stakes were set alight, but even when the
flames leapt around them, the Templars could be heard
maintaining their innocence. Other executions followed.
Nearly a hundred and twenty Templars were burned in Paris
as relapsed heretics, and only two of those led to the stake
recanted their declarations and saved their lives by acknow-
ledging the crimes charged against the Order. There is
a legend that the cross worn by some of the burned Templars
shone with a strange light and defied the flames.
On the day after the first batch of executions, the papal
commission re-opened its examination, Aymeric de Villars, a
Templar aged fifty, was the first witness. He had seen fifty-
four brethren led to the stake, and he was shaking with fright,
During the questions, he raised his hands to heaven, beat his
chest, threw himself on his knees. He had admitted several